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HIGH FIVE 
Golden Bear volleyball captures their fifth straight national championship 
By Cody Wilcoxson 
In a hostile environment, 1,800 miles from home, the Concordia Golden 
Bears volleyball team rose to its greatest challenge. Facing the nation's top-
ranked team, undefeated Cal State, San Bernardino on their home court—where 
the Coyotes had won 66 consecutive matches—the Golden Bears responded 
with a championship performance. The Golden Bears claimed their fifth straight 
NCAA Division II national title, 3-0, in front of a record crowd of 2,879—mostly 
Coyote fans. 
Head coach Brady Starkey applauded his team's focus on the road. 
"When we go to play in any big crowd, [the team] is going there to play 
volleyball," said Starkey. 
"We really had to come together as 
a team," said senior libero, Taylor Fieldsted. 
"We had to push together." 
And push they did. After taking set 
one, 25-20, the Golden Bears and Coyotes 
battled point-for-point in an epic champion­
ship set two. Down 18-13, Starkey burned a 
timeout to regroup the Lady Bears. Following 
the timeout, the Bears came out swinging go­
ing on an 11-3 run to force a set point at 
24-21. 
The Coyotes rallied, rolling off three 
consecutive points to push the set even, 
24-24. The teams then traded multiple set 
point opportunities, before junior middle hit­
ter, Cassie Haag, blocked two-time national 
player of the year, Samantha Middleborn at 
the net to give Concordia set point at 30-29. 
Sophomore Kayla Koenecke completed the comeback with her kill to push the 
Golden Bears up 2-0. 
Cal State, San Bernardino continued to battle into the third set, match­
ing points with Concordia in the early going, but Concordia pushed their lead 
to 15-11, and the Coyotes would never get closer than three points the rest of 
the set. Leading 24-18, senior Megan Carlson set up freshman Ashley Murtha 
whose cross-court smash sealed the victory for Concordia. 
The Golden Bears piled on each other to celebrate the victory that 
was much more competitive than the 3-0 score would indicate. Nonetheless, 
Concordia was excellent in every facet of the game when it mattered most. 
Koenecke, Murtha and Carlson all recorded double-digit kills to lead 
the Golden Bears offensively, but it was the defense that set the tone for the 
victory. Haag went toe-to-toe with All-American Middleborn all night at the net, 
recording a team-high three blocks. But, it was the two Golden Bear seniors 
that drove the team through the match. 
"I knew it was my last match," said Carlson. "I was looking to enjoy 
every moment of it." 
Carlson and Fieldsted—the only two seniors on the roster—combined 
to go 60-for-61 on serve receive, while adding 13 and 15 digs, respectively. 
They were also the emotional leaders, keeping everyone focused in the most 
critical of moments. 
In his post-game comments Starkey 
commended the effort of his entire team. 
"They were relentless," said Starkey. "That 
is what we have asked of them all season. 
That is what we have been working for." 
The Golden Bears became the first 
Division II volleyball team to win five consec­
utive national championships. "It's awesome," 
said Carlson—who leaves Concordia with three 
national championships after transferring in as 
a sophomore. "I'm overwhelmed," she con­
tinued, "I couldn't go out better." 
Concordia placed five players on the 
All-Tournament Team: Murtha, freshman mid­
dle hitter Kate Habeck, Carlson, sophomore 
setter Amanda Konetchy, and Koenecke. 
Both seniors choked up at the press 
conference discussing the importance of their 
coaching staff. After Carlson tearfully described 
how Starkey and assistant coach George Padjen were the main factors in her 
decision to transfer to Concordia, Fieldsted finished the press conference say­
ing If It wasn't for Brady and George, and the entire athletic staff, I wouldn't 
be the person I am today, mentally, physically and 
emotionally." 
The Golden Bears finished the season 34-
2, collecting their ninth consecutive NSIC champion­
ship and fifth consecutive NCAA Central Regional 
championship in the process. 
Carlson and Fieldsted depart Concordia with 
a handful of rings—and leave the returning girls to 
fill their roles and strive for "Sweet Number Six 1" 
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Dear students, faculty, and Concordia community members. 
Five-peat. Wow. Watching that national championship game had me on the edge of my seat. Never 
In my wildest dreams did I think I would become so entranced by a volieyball game. Concordia's women have 
done something few other teams have done in any sport at any level, and It is something our entire university 
should embrace and take pride in. We are ail national champions. On, Concordia! 
Outside of Concordia, there are some great things happening in our sports world. How about this 
Tebow character? He has my Broncos rolling! 
But, as great as athletics are for our enjoyment and entertainment, we have now reached the most 
dreaded week In academic life: finals. Over the next week, all of us will have our heads buried In books and 
notes, and pouring over test questions that could make or break our precious grades. 
I for one, have my ever-elusive 4.0 on the line going Into the final weeks and I plan on doing every­
thing possible to finish this semester perfect! 
Once finals end, I hope that everyone travels home safely and has the opportunity to spend quality 
time with their family and friends. Remember It Is better to give than receive, but I hope everyone gets lots 
of great stuff! 
One final thing, check The Sword's social media—Facebook and Twitter—during the break, espe­
cially at the beginning of January for your chance to win lower-level Minnesota Wild tickets! 
Merry Christmas, 
Cody Wilcoxson 
Editor-in-Chief 
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The Freshman Experience 
Concordia's freshman class reflects on their first college semester 
By Jake Loftus 
As the fall 2011 semester comes to a close at Concordia Uni­
versity, it marks a turning point for many students. For thie seniors, 
it is a transition to tfieir final semester as undergraduate students; for 
the freshman, it is the end of their first college semester. Though it is 
still technically their freshman year, these "Concordia youngsters" have 
survived the much feared "freshman semester," in which everything is 
completely new and sometimes scary for them. The freshmen not only 
had to live with people they didn't know anything about, but they also 
had to learn how to adjust to living on their own. For freshman Thomas 
Obarski, his biggest adjustment was a common one amongst incoming 
college students. "What made me nervous was living with a roommate 
I had never met before, and just meeting new people," said Obarski. 
For Dillon Lahaye, friend of Obarski and a fellow freshman, the biggest 
adjustment was taking over laundry duty, long held by his mother. "I 
quickly realized that my clothes weren't going to wash themselves," said 
Lahaye. "So I had to learn how to do laundry right away. A couple 
shirts turned pink but other than that, I have been pretty successful." 
While Obarski and Lahaye had to adjust to life in Wollaeger Hall, Amber 
Fischer was adjusting to life in Luther Hall. "It's the first time I had 
ever really been away from home," said Fischer, "so it was quite an 
adjustment just trying to manage my time." 
College is often the beginning of independent living and a time 
for making new friends. Fischer found that the best way to meet friends 
in college is to join a club or an organization. Fischer is heavily involved 
with campus activities, taking part in Choir, Music Club, Cheerleading, 
and Fellowship of Christian Athletics. Like Fischer, Obarski and Lahaye 
made most of their friends through extra-curricular activities. Both are part 
of Concordia's football team; Lahaye is a quarterback and Obarski is the 
starting kicker/punter. "1 met a lot of people because I play football," 
said Obarski. "But going to welcome week activities and events has 
also allowed me to meet people." "Playing football at Concordia helped 
introduced me to many people here on campus," says Lahaye, "but 
I also take part in 908 here on campus. It is held every Wednesday 
night in the chapel and it's a great way to meet people and build close 
relationships. I would highly encourage it for anyone who is struggling to 
make new friends or simply want to meet new people while still having 
a good time." No doubt these are very good clubs and organizations to 
be a part of, but some freshmen have found other ways to have fun 
outside of clubs. For example, Lahaye started his own show on Face-
book called, "A day in the Life at Wollaeger." Lahaye started it back 
in October and has tried to make an episode every week. "It's basically 
just me showing my life here at Wollaeger Hall," said Lahaye. "We do 
interviews and random segments featuring my buds in the dorm." 
Campus life, however, is not all fun and games. There are still 
classes to be taken. For Fischer, balancing her schedule has been a 
tough thing to do. "It's tough trying to find a balance between school-
work, activities, and also free time. It's rewarding to get the stuff done 
though because even though all of it can be a pain, it makes you feel 
good to realize you got a ton of stuff done." While schedules are a 
hard thing to get right, another difficult thing to cope with comes from the 
residents of Wollaeger Hall. A common annoyance among the Young Men 
of Wollaeger Hall (YMWH) is the bathroom showers being too hot or 
cold. "It's very rare to get the 'perfect shower,'" says Kevin Koester, 
"It's either burning hot or freezing cold. You just got to suck it up and 
take it. It's a pain but I guess people can get used to it." Lahaye on 
the other hand, appears to have other problems besides showers and 
pink laundry. "One thing I find annoying here on campus is the ridiculous 
amount of squirrels. I get attacked by them daily. Well the second most 
populous campus inhabitants next to students are squirrels, so I guess 
we have to learn to get along with them." 
It feels like a long time since the freshmen class experienced 
the warm welcome they received at Welcome Week; and though they 
will still be freshmen by grade and status, by the time these students 
return to campus for spring semester, they will no-longer be "new stu­
dents." They have survived their first semester of college and proved 
to themselves that they can make it. Now that the Class of 2015 has 
their first college semester under their belt, they're able to move forward 
to preserve the integrity of the university, and will follow in the same 
footsteps of the upperclassmen who welcomed them at Welcome Week. 
The future is looking bright for Concordia University. 
CORRECTION: In an article about the CALL 
Center in the previous issue, information 
about the CALL Center was misinterpreted. 
The Sword apologizes for the mistake. The 
following information serves to address 
the misinterpreted information: 
1. "Rumors of the cancellation of the Costa Rica 
service leaming trip have been floating around..." 
The Costa Rica program is a semester-long study 
abroad program. It is not a service leaming trip, 
and it was never intended to be that. There is a 
service-leaming component, but the focus of the 
trip is taking aqademic credit. 
2. "The consortium was founded in order to make 
service leaming trips for Concordia schools cost 
effective." The Concordia International Studies 
Consortium (CISC) was founded to create inter­
national opportunities for Concordia^ system students. 
One of their goals is to establish opportunities that 
are affordable for students. They were not founded to 
create service learning trips. The CALL Center here 
at Concordia St. Paul offers service trips, but that is 
completely separate from the efforts of CISC and the 
study abroad programs that come out of the CALL 
Center. 
3. "Each school within the consortium was supposed 
to send two students and one faculty member to go 
on the trip." Each school within the consortium are 
not supposed to send a faculty member to Costa 
Rica. One institution within the consortium will send 
a faculty member each spring for the Costa Rica 
program. The institution that sends the faculty will 
rotate each year. 
4. "When other schools were unable to fill student 
quotas, the CALL Center reworked the service learn­
ing trip into a study abroad opportunity through the 
ISA program." In order for the program to run, the 
consortium institutions need to each send two stu­
dents. When other institutions did not have two 
students signed up for the Costa Rica program 
this spring, CISC had to cancel the Concordia 
portion of the trip (i.e. sending a Concordia 
faculty). Since we collaborate with International 
Studies Abroad (ISA) to offer the Costa Rica 
program, we were able to transfer our students 
into the existing ISA ongoing Costa Rica study 
abroad program with some minor changes for our 
students. We reworked some logistics but not the 
intent of the study abroad program. 
5. "Traditionally, sen/ice learning trips last one 
semester and include three semester credits. 
Study abroad trips are usually shorter and don't 
include the credits." Study abroad programs are 
semester or year-long opportunities in which stu­
dents take a full load of academic credits while 
abroad. For example, if students study abroad for 
a semester, they will take between 12-19 credits. 
Service trips are short-term experiences, typically 
one or two weeks, that are based on serving the 
community and do not ofFer academic credit. 
*.^»s'¥ «^ '" =*-s --i'^. r. r ' •.. - • 
NEWS December 2011 
v^  THE SWORD 
Uncovering the Dome 
Seafoam Stadium creates revenue, is available to all 
By Andrea Flowers 
The Sea Foam Stadium dome, the Concordia Dome, benefits Concordia in 
so many ways, yet it's a complete mystery to most students on campus. The dome 
creates a considerable amount of revenue for Concordia during the few months it 
is up; Concordia charges outside teams and companies to rent out the dome for 
$340 per hour, during the hours of 6 p.m. - 10 p.m. or $160 per hour 10 p.m. 
- noon, Monday through Friday. On weekends it costs $340 per hour all day. 
The dome is available for use throughout winter break to Concordia students and 
non-CSP students. Concordia decides who to rent to by priority; athletic teams and 
athletic events have first priority, conferences come second and events are last in 
line. 
The dome is put up every November and taken down at some point in 
April, to allow Concordia athletic teams a place to practice year round. The dome 
is essential because Concordia has so many athletic teams on campus. CSP rents 
the dome to other universities, colleges, and some local high schools. Organizations 
rent out the dome because they do not have the option of putting up a dome on 
their own fields because it is so expensive. It is a luxury for other organizations 
to rent the dome, and a needed component of Concordia. Minnesota winters are 
harsh and don't allow for outside practices, which can last a very long time. CSP 
needs to let others rent out the dome because it benefits CSP more than anything. 
Although, it does limit CSP's time on its own field, there are an abundance of 
places for teams to practice on campus—so it's not that big of a sacrifice. 
The dome is also available to the entire student body at Concordia. It is most often used by those who are on sports teams, but most 
non-sports affiliated students do not know it is available to them. The dome is available for all students on Mondays 7 a.m. - 11 a.m. Students 
can just stop by and play a few games with friends, or take a run on the track. The dome is available to all Concordia athletic teams at any 
time in the morning through 6:30 p.m. If students need to use the dome in the evening for a special arrangement, contact Cassidy Kruger at 
ckrueger@csp.edu. 
Students can help create more revenue for CSP by sharing with other schools and companies that CSP has a multitude of places for rent 
on campus. Others can rent out athletic facilities, and meeting spaces such as classrooms and short term housing. To rent those spaces, contact 
Cassidy Kruger. Allowing others to rent out our school allows Concordia students to have lower tuition and accounts for part of the budgets for 
sport and non-sport related aspects of Concordia. Because CSP rents the dome from the day it goes up until it goes down, it creates the op­
portunity to generate as much money as possible. So go and enjoy athletics in the warm dome all winter long! 
December 2C11 Event Calendar 
A view from inside the Concordia dome. Sports teams use the facility to 
practice during the winter months. 
Mon-Thurs llam-Spm Ice 
Skating-Landmark Center 
10am-4pm Daily-Holiday 
Flower Show, Como Park 
Thurs-Sun 6:30pm Tar-
Hollidazzte Parade 
t A Christmas Carol plays 
at the Guthrie Theater 
Fri-Sat llam-tOpm Ice 
Skating-Landmark Center 
z 3 
Ice Skating llam-9pm-
Landmark Center 
4 s 8 
7:30pm Percussion ^-
semble, Buetow 
New Year's Eve opens 
8:30-10:30pm Win-
ter Formal, Sea Life 
Aquarium, MOA 
11 5pm Fall Theatre Stu­
dent Showcase, Pearson 
theatre 
7:30pm Christmas Ves-* 
pers Advent Concert • 
10-11pm Moonlight 
Breakfast, Dining Hall 
13 M 
• ' • V. .y 
IS 16 
Sherlock Holmes: A 
Game of Shadows and 
Mission: Impossible Ghost 
Protocol opens 
1"7 
2pm WBB host St.Cloud 
4pm MBB host St.Cloud 
Semester break begins. 
Through Jan 17. 
le m ai 
The Girl with the Dragon 
Tattoo opens 
m 
Christmas Eve 
- • 
25 
Christmas Day 
m •z? m 2& m 31 
New Year s Eve 
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By Rebecca McDermeit 
Christmas at Concordia 
Students share their favorite hoHday traditions 
Here at Concordia, we have a large amount 
of Christmas spirit. There are at least two trees up 
and several events that happen to celebrate while 
students are at school, such as the Christmas 
concert, the Vespers service, and much more. 
But what about when the semester ends? 
The majority of students responded that they 
celebrate the "traditional Christmas" with 
a tree, presents and a family dinner. 
However, a few people had some re­
ally interesting traditions. 
For instance, Scott Tolz­
mann, a sophomore, does do the 
traditional Christmas (church, 
presents, dinner) but with a 
twist: every year on Christmas 
he and his family either have 
a bonfire or go to the shoot­
ing range. "It depends on the 
weather and what we all feel 
like doing," Tolzmann said. 
1 imiKviiinBiiii! 
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Jena Helmbrecht, a junior, has some family 
traditions she enjoys. She and her family go to the 
Salvation Army every year to help serve food. Along 
with that, they also go caroling if it isn't too cold 
out. But her favorite tradition? "Every Christmas 
my dad reads the Christmas story from the 
bible. It's just a really nice thing we do." 
What about staff, you might ask. Well 
Dr. Mennicke from the music department 
shared some of his family's traditions. 
"We do all the normal stuff, but our 
Christmas is really built around music," 
Mennicke explained. He directs four 
different services during the holiday 
season and his daughters sing as a 
trio. 
All in all, the Concordia family 
has a lot of fun around the holidays 
and we are all looking forward to an­
other great holiday season! 
Social "Media" Commentary 
By Denzell Blackmon 
Recently, I logged into my Facebook and, as usual, I 
glanced to the top left corner to see if there were any red tabs. 
Naturally, I was excited when I saw one branded over my new 
contacts. I mean, who isn't excited to make new friends? As I 
clicked on the tab my mind raced to the mysterious friend re­
quest was from. Could it fc>e that cute my psychology class, 
or could it be a shoe salesman who's goin^ to spam my wall with 
fake Jordan's and women? As_J, read the name, I realized it was 
my teacher.".•r~l~^flfflfffl^Gtivated my account. 
ff Nowisa-days it seems everyone is on Facebook or on Twit­
ter. Eve(t t5^ache^''^^'d |nfjp|pv;eif'sale, logging in. Knowing this, do 
we, as students|.,l^s tH^m. into bur world ? One professor at Concor­
dia bejieves' lRp answer is yes—but it..shoulb be taken with precau­
tion. If-Jjoth the te^hlT^nd the student feel comfortable then they 
should," said English professor Matt Ryan. "Unless the purpose is 
i n a p p r o p r i a t e . "  . . . .  
Now that w^kno||^ It is appropriate, • the question is who 
should request the ||ccordlng to Rya|p|j|H|i^^epends 
on the dynamics o|||||^ftKi~ 
teacher is fine, though r 
should avoid sending a friend request." Letting' 
the first move seems like the best route to take Tin 
relationship further than a teacher/student basis. 
Some students do not feel the same way. Junior Intisar Ba-
sha said, "I don't think students and teachers should be connected 
on social networks. Sometimes I make a post, and it is a burden if 
I have to worry about one of my teachers seeing it. I'd just rather 
not have the problem to begin with." Often students try to keep the 
relationship with a professor professional because, well, it is profes­
sional. 
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By Danielle Bredy 
Burger Moes: A West 7th Gem 
St. Paul gets plenty of grief for being confusing. Its streets have gar­
nered the reputation of being "confusing," "taking unexpected turns," or my 
personal favorite, "turning into a cul-de-sac." Downtown St. Paul is no different; 
some feel lucky if they can make it to the Xcel Center without getting lost on 
one of the streets leading to West 7th (or is it Fort Road ? ) Why would anyone 
subject themselves to that? Luckily, at the end of the trip awaits sustenance 
that will make you all but forget that the roads around you make zero sense. 
Let your trip to downtown St. Paul lead you to Burger Moe's on West 7th. 
Burger Moe's is located on West 7th Street, just a few blocks down 
from the Xcel Energy Center. It's all about a "better burger from the ground 
up." Better burgers are always a welcome commodity in my world. Their menu 
has an array of starters: coconut shrimp (a personal favorite), Tuscan 
that are tossed in olive oil and seasoned with garlic, turkey and beef slit 
and Wisconsin cheese curds to name a few. 
I walked into Burger Moe's confident that I was going to 
and a different one at that. Sometimes it's true that you can judgeJT place 
how well it treats a classic (like a regular hamburger) but Burg r Mo^'s hi 
irresistible variety in this department. Of course, you can start wifn 'The'C^ssic^ 
which is the real, basic deal. They also offer fare like the Moe'^ 
which has caramelized onions and cheddar cheese, the B 
loaded with grilled mushrooms, balsamic caramelized qj^ns, ^ and bl^ cheese, 
and the Taco Burger made with a seasoned beef fijffiy, taco -<^(fl^; jalapenos 
and melted cheddar and mozzarella cheese. Son-figpng refreshing about. 
Moe's is that they don't simply hover around the idea that a burger sp^ifically 
means "beef." They have a garden burger for those who embrace vegg^s, ^ n 
Italian turkey burger made with mozzarella, roasted red peppers, and nflarinira 
sauce, a salmon burger competing for tastiest catch and even layiamb burger 
topped with feta cheese, Kalamata olives, and Tzatziki sauce. 
My burger prowess chose the Santa Fe burger featuring Monterre 
cheese, salsa and slices of avocado. The outcome was beautiful. The salsa was 
's-^rtginal Burg^*)* 
my BuriA 
delicious, and a notable change of pace from regular toppers like ketchup and 
mustard. The avocado was the star, though. It was creamy, full of flavor, and 
complimentary to not only the salsa and cheese, but the burger itself. Keeping 
the avocado in slices was a welcome change, too. I've had guacamole on a 
burger before (which I also adore) but having a crisp bite into the avocado 
itself was fantastic. My boyfriend had the Original Moe's burger and was equally 
impressed. We frequent Applebees on Mondays because of how affordable it is, 
and were pleasantly surprised to find out that Burger Moe's does its own deal 
bndays — $5 burger^which is a STEAL considering the quality that the 
gers were crafted. 
Now, for^^fMli^^fco winds up at Burger Moe's with no desire to 
indulge in any cf thajjjmjvfi^urgers or non-burgers, Moe's has them covered 
with ajaWK <^J)(^C^^sanawiches (which they cleverty dubs as "Un-Burg­
ers" )ifan^Jlpt^l(|jy|iRations. The Chicago Dog, topped with relish, onions, 
leppers and the Chili Cheese Dog topped with shredded ched-
ipeno and homemade chili could be just what they're looking 
•ger wort^ investigating would be Mushroom Artichoke Chicken, 
nly its narrfesake, but garlic, lemon, and parmesan. 
If someone is luc^ enough to have any space leftover (or puts des­
sert on a different pedestti than the meal itself) look no further than to the 
extensive li^of smoothie^ and desserts available. Treat yourself to chocolate 
or strawbei^ churros, stalwberry cheesecake, a chocolate chip cookie sundae 
the-mon1|f a la mode. With twenty different flavors (including 
oa§t|^ ^alshmallow, JPeanut Butter and Jelly, Mint Oreo, and Hot Fudge) 
down a malt qpfshake to finish. 
'«f. #aul y s certainly proven itself to be worth any navigation dif­
ficulties. BurgerJiTOe's is indeed a gem amidst the downtown St. Paul scene, 
and is wmthi^f a visit for burger enthusiasts or plain food enthusiasts, alike. 
o reason to wait for a Wild game or another event at the X - Burger 
Moe's is worth the trip all on its own. 
• A  
Sigur Ros—^/nn 
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S V. <eiview 
it may not be new, but it's still Sigur Ros 
By Charlie Wirth 
For those unfamiliar with the Icelandic band Sigur Ros, there 
really is no concrete explanation to their sound, because theirs is 
unlike any other band out there. From lead singer Jonsi's unmistak­
able falsetto voice, to the ambient, haunting and sometimes surreal 
instrumentation that goes along with it, these guys have created an 
experience rather than just music. 
Inni is footage taken from the band's final concert in London, 
before the 'indefinite' hiatus of future band productions. Along with the 
concert DVD is two live discs of Sigur Ros tracks taken from their 
decade-long career thus far. 
The concert material is in all black and white, besides the 
documentary material scattered throughout, depicting the band in their 
humble beginnings. The production is artistic and uniquely crafted, much 
like the band itself. The backstory segments really want to emphasize 
with the viewer that they are normal guys, even though they portray 
an almost out-of-body experience with their music. 
For those who have watched their previous documentary, 
Heima, and are fans of it, Inni should be a no-brainer. While I still 
believe Heima is the better of the two films, either one will give first-
time listeners to longtime fans a definitive Sigur R6s experience. 
Believe. 
Learn. 
Master. 
OrtJineof on silo gradualc prc^mras. 
• via iter of Ai-ti Hu'iif St'rvi««i 
• Miivcr of Artv r, THrorisr^vw! Studiev 
» of iJ.v r iy 
• VlasKr of zjticna tieaSfrshiji 
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Twins in the Cities 
By Denzell Blackmon 
Kenny Olafeso (above) 
Peter Olafeso (below) 
After transferring from Minneapolis Technical 
and Community College (MCTC) twin brothers, 
Kenny and Peter Olafeso, helped lead the CSP 
men's basketball team to an 18-11 record last 
season with Peter being named to the NSIC First 
Team, and NSIC Newcomer of the Year. They also 
combined for five CU Athlete of the Week honors. 
After losing in the first round of the NSIC tourna­
ment, the twin Bears became determined to carry 
their team further. Working all summer, through the 
fall, and into the season, Kenny and Peter kept 
the work ethic going that has gotten them this far. 
When asked of their work ethic, the story I re­
ceived was unbelievable. 
Standing at an identical six foot two inches 
and only differing by five pounds, the brothers 
are almost impossible to tell apart. Whether it's a 
smooth jumper or a clean crossover move, hard 
work is what got them here. Coming out of high 
school, collegiate basketball wasn't even on. the 
Olafeso mind. Peter Olafeso said, "After graduating 
from high school, we really didn't see a future in 
basketball. We didn't have the physical attributes to 
play at the college level, and we were short and 
skinny. We were 5'9 and weighed 160 lbs., so 
we decided that it was in our best interest to work 
for our uncle, who owns his own wholesale food 
warehouse." 
It took three years for a growth spurt to hit 
and when it did, they played as much basketball as 
possible. "All we did was stay in the gym at Life 
Time Fitness; we worked all day from 9am till 7pm 
then went to Life Time from 10 at night till 2 am. 
I am sure people thought we were crazy. Then we 
began to play more and more pick-up basketball 
and we were unstoppable," Kenny Olafeso told me. 
At first when they were told how good they were 
they didn't believe it. "Once I (Peter) was at the 
gym at Lifetime shooting and a random guy came 
up to me and said, "You and your brother can be 
playing basketball somewhere." I looked at him like 
he was stupid." After being told they should play 
college basketball multiple times, they finally took 
the initiative to get on the court. 
After hearing of an open gym in August 
2008 at MCTC, Peter made a call to the coach 
to let him know he was coming. He went with no 
expectations, and just wanted to see how he fared 
with the competition. "As we began to play things 
were so easy. I was scoring at will and before you 
knew it Coach Pivec stopped the game and asked 
me what I wanted to do. I looked at him without 
hesitating and said "l would like to play on your 
team. I also told him about Kenny and the rest 
was history." 
After leading MCTC to a 33-2 record in 
their first season, they found themselves in the 
NJCAA Division III National Championship game. 
Even though they lost, they were seen by CSP 
basketball coach, Kelly Boe, who told them "they 
played well, and he was looking forward to seeing 
more of both of them." 
A Fast break with Peter and Kenny 
Denzell Blackmon: What made you choose CU? What were your 
other options? 
Peter Olafeso: Jay Pivec, my MCTC coach, played a huge role 
in our decision on choosing to attend CU. We had some Division 
I letters but they never really made any offers, and as far as 
Division II schools, our coach told them that we are not looking 
to go anywhere else but CU. 
DB: Did you always want to play together? Were you both re­
cruited with the same desire? 
PO: We have always played together, and we felt like it would 
be best to stay together. We put up identical statistics at MCTC. 
Teams wanted both of us as a package deal. 
DB: How do you like CU? 
PO: CU was the best thing to ever happen to us. We enjoy the 
students here. The instructors are nice and the people in charge 
of athletics want us to succeed both on the court and in the 
classroom. 
DB: Kenny why the number change from 10 to 3? 
Kenny Olafeso: By my standard, I didn't have a great season my 
first year here at CU, I expected more from myself. During the 
summer I changed my game to be more aggressive and more of 
perimeter player. So I decided to start fresh. 
DB: Who's older? 
KO: Peter by 30 minutes. 
DB: Do you think being twin brothers makes you more competitive 
with each other, or does it make you work together more? 
KO: Being twins makes us more competitive, we always want to 
outdo each other. Even at practice we get on each other, there 
have been times that the coaches had to tell us to calm down. 
PO: It's all love at the end of the day though. 
DB: Have you ever competed against each other on organized 
teams? 
KO: No, we have never competed against each other. 
DB: I noticed you finish each other's sentences a lot. Do you feel 
you have twin ESP? 
PO: Yeah, it is a twin thing, we have been around each other for 
so long that we have the same likes and dislikes, we do basi­
cally everything together. So when someone asks us a question 
we more than likely have the same answer. 
DB: Who wins 1 on 1 ? 
PO: Well it depends. It's usually a toss-up but i have not won 
a game against Kenny since summer started. 
DB: Who's the ball hog? 
KO: That would be Peter. 
D.B: What games are you looking forward to? 
K.O: Augustana 
P.O: Winona 
D.B: What are your expectations for the season? 
O: We only have one expectation and that is to be first place in 
the NSIC at the end of the season. 
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Golden Bears Stay Perfect in NSIC: Hansen, Bears rout Marauders 
By Jenn Schultz 
The Concordia Univer­
sity women's basketball team 
picked up their fifth win on 
the season while improving 
to 2-0 in the NSIC (5-3 
overall). The Golden Bears 
shot 47.6% from the three-
point line (10-21) en route 
to a 78-59 victory over the 
University of Mary Marauders 
(4-1, 1-1 NSIC). 
Sophomore Rachel 
Hansen led all scorers with a 
game-high 16 points. Han­
sen was 10-12 from the free 
throw line as she attacked the 
Sophomore, Rachel Hansen, was 10-12 from 
the free throw line. 
basket regularly throughout the game, delivering assists and just one 
turnover. 
Fellow sophomore, Carissa Wolyniec, never saw the free throw 
line and still managed a 13-point effort for the Bears, canning three 
three-pointers after scoring six three-point game against Northem 
State. 
Sophomore post player Jodi Batzel battled foul trouble during 
the contest, but the Bears relied on freshman Anika Whiting to handle 
the Marauder forwards. Whiting answered by tallying a double-
double as she grabbed 10 rebounds to accompany her 14 points. 
Sophomore Erica Gress added seven points to her game-
high 12 rebounds off the bench. 
Junior forward Linda Murray led the Marauders in scoring 
and rebounds with 11 for each statistic. Her double-double effort 
wasn't enough to overcome the team's 18 turnovers. 
Although the Marauders outscored Concordia's bench 31-
19 in the game, U-Mary shot 23.4% from the field. U-
Mary tied with 10:49 to 
play in the first half and 
never saw an even score 
again. The Bears had a 
comfortable 41-30 half-
time lead and led by as 
much as 27 in the con­
test. 
The Bears travel to 
Mankato, Minn, to take 
on the Minnesota State 
Mavericks on Dec. 9 at 
6:00 p.m. 
The Lady Bears hope to continue their winning streak 
long into the season. 
